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Sixth Grade Quarter 3 

Writing 

Students 
will: 

• Write persuasive text that includes a controlling idea (thesis statement) and supporting arguments with detailed evidence to use in a variety of
real world settings

Vocabulary 

G
rade 

Cluster 

Standard 

Arizona's College and
Career Ready Standards Explanations & Examples 

HUSD Support 
Materials & 
Resources 

6 W 1 Write arguments to support claims with clear 
reasons and relevant evidence. 
a. Introduce claim(s) and organize the reasons
and evidence clearly. 
b. Support claim(s) with clear reasons and
relevant evidence, using credible sources and 
demonstrating an understanding of the topic 
or text. 
c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to clarify
the relationships among claim(s) and reasons. 
d. Establish and maintain a formal style.
e. Provide a concluding statement or section
that follows from the argument presented. 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
*Writing an argument is used for the purpose of influencing the reader.
The author presents an issue and expresses an opinion in order to 
convince an audience to agree with the opinion or to take a particular 
action. 
*Students write arguments based on a thesis (e.g., persuasive essays or
letters, debates, speeches, paragraphs, multi-media presentations, 
documents meant to convince, influence or sway) and will support their 
claims with credible sources. 

Writing an argument: 
• establishes and develops a controlling idea
• supports arguments with detailed evidence
• includes persuasive techniques and excludes irrelevant information
• attributes/cites sources of information as necessary using a standard,
recognized format 
• provides a conclusion that follows from the presented argument
Students use a variety of writing formats to meet the standard. 

HUSD Support 
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Practice Options: 
*Write an essay explaining to their parents why they need a cell phone.
*Write a persuasive letter to their principal asking for a longer lunch
period. 
*Students write a persuasive essay outlining reasons to support their
claim of the best renewable or nonrenewable energy resource. 
*Students write a persuasive speech from a prominent historical figure
(e.g., Martin Luther, Julius Caesar, Alexander the Great, etc.) about a 
relevant issue or concern of the time.  
Connections: 
SS06.S2, SC06.S5C3.01 

Literature Response/Essay  
Grade 6 Unit 1 
How is listening to Peter Pan by J.M. Barrie, Peter and the Starcatchers by 
Dave Barry, Ridley Pearson, and Greg Call, or James and the Giant Peach 
by  Roald Dahl as an audio book similar to/different from reading the 
book? Which do you prefer? Why? Write an argument to support your 
preference in your journal.  
(RL.6.7, W.6.1, L.6.1) 

6 W 4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which 
the development, organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
(Grade-specific expectations for writing types 
are defined in standards 1–3 above.)  
Level 3: Assess, Critique, Develop a Logical 
Argument, Revise, Cite Evidence, Differentiate 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
*Students construct a timeline of a historical era being studied.
*Students construct charts and graphs using historical data.
*Students keep a record of observations, notes, sketches, questions, and
ideas using tools such as written and/or computer logs.  
*Students design an investigation to test individual variables using
scientific processes. 
*Students create a simple web page incorporating graphics.

Connections: 
SS06.S1C1.03, SS06.S2C1.03, SS06.S1C1.01, SS06.S2C1.01, SC06.S1C2.05, 
SS06.S4C1.01, SC06.S1C2.02, ET06.S6C2.06 
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Reflective Essay 
Grade 6 Unit 1 
Write an essay response to the essential question, “How can we learn 
from characters and the authors who wrote about them?” Prepare it for 
publication. Be prepared to make an audio recording of your essay and 
upload it as a podcast on the class webpage for this unit.  
(W.6.9, W.6.4, L.6.1, L.6.2) 

6 W 5 With some guidance and support from peers 
and adults, develop and strengthen writing as 
needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach. (Editing 
for conventions should demonstrate 
command of Language standards 1–3 up to 
and including grade 6 on page 52.)  
Level 3: Assess, Critique, Develop a Logical 
Argument, Revise, Cite Evidence, Differentiate 

 
Narrative Writing 
Grade 6 Unit 2 
Write your own myth or legend. Myths and legends were written to 
explain their surroundings (often before scientific explanations were 
found). Follow the “typical” pattern (see below) but also build upon your 
insights from studying the characters, unique characteristics to the 
country of origin, and title. 
o Explanation of the setting
o The problem
o The failure to solve the problem
o The hero comes along
o He/she has a plan
o The solution is found
o Conclusion (usually a “happy ending”)
(W.6.3, W.6.4, W.6.5, L.6.1, L.6.2) 

HUSD Support 
Materials & Resources 

6 W 6 Use technology, including the Internet, to 
produce and publish writing as well as to 
interact and collaborate with others; 
demonstrate sufficient command of 
keyboarding skills to type a minimum of three 
pages in a single sitting. 
Level 3: Assess, Critique, Develop a Logical 
Argument, Revise, Cite Evidence, Differentiate 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
Publishing includes presenting a final product for the intended audience.  
The final product should be legible and use margins and spacing, to make 
the piece appealing to the reader. 

The teachers: 
*Create a rubric to assist in expectations of keyboarding skills (e.g.,
margins, spacing, font size, font style). 
*Provide “on-demand” writing for students by limiting the amount of
time permitted to complete the assignment. 
*Provide opportunities for students to review writing collaboratively
using a peer review process, checklists, rubrics, etc. 
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*Students communicate and collaborate for the purpose of producing
original works or solving problems. 
Connection: 
ET06.S2C2.01 

 
Reflective Essay 
Grade 6 Unit 4 
Write your own essay of an exemplary courageous character. Include 
some graphics or visuals that demonstrate the setting (either historical or 
present day), and publish it so that others can enjoy it. Write an 
introduction that answers the essential question: “How are acts of 
courage revealed in literature and informational text?”  
(W.6.6, W.6.4, W.6.3, L.6.1, L.6.2, SL.6.6) 

6 W 9 Draw evidence from literary or informational 
texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research. 
a. Apply grade 6 Reading standards to
literature 
(e.g., “Compare and contrast texts in different 
forms or genres [e.g., stories and poems; 
historical novels and fantasy stories] in terms 
of their approaches to similar themes and 
topics”). 
b. Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literary
nonfiction (e.g., “Trace and evaluate the 
argument and specific claims in a text, 
distinguishing claims that are supported by 
reasons and evidence from claims that are 
not”). 
Level 3: Assess, Critique, Develop a Logical 
Argument, Revise, Cite Evidence, Differentiate 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
Literary response is the writer’s reaction to a literary selection. The 
response includes the writer’s interpretation, analysis, opinion, and/or 
feelings about the piece of literature and selected elements within it. 
A response may include: 
• present one or more clear ideas
• support inferences and conclusions with examples from the text,
references to other works, or reference to non-print media 

*Students write a character analysis from a literary text and support their
claims with evidence from the text. 
*Students write an analysis of the impact of historical events using
information from both a literary selection and historical documents or 
text. 
Students write an analysis of an argument using evidence from the text to 
support their claim(s) regarding the argument. 
*Students draw evidence of historical fact from an informational text or a
piece of historical fiction (e.g., The Egypt Game by Zilpha Keatley Snyder) 
to support an analysis or reflection about the historical accuracies of the 
novel.   
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Connections: 
SS06.S2C2.02through 06 

Reflective Essay 
Grade 6 Unit 3 
Write an essay response to the essential question, “How can we learn to 
appreciate our similarities and differences through literature?” Prepare it 
for publication. Be prepared to make an audio recording of your essay 
and upload it as a podcast. (W.6.5, W.6.9, L.6.1, L.6.2) 

6 W 10 Write routinely over extended time frames 
(time for research, reflection, and revision) 
and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 
day or two) for a range of discipline-specific 
tasks, purposes, and audiences.  
Level 3: Assess, Critique, Develop a Logical 
Argument, Revise, Cite Evidence, Differentiate 

Reflective Multimedia Presentation 
Grade 6 Unit 6 
Create an informative/explanatory multimedia presentation in which you 
respond to the question, “How do literature and informational text reveal 
why people dream of (your choice)?” Cite specific details from your 
research, such as videos or interviews with people. Compare the 
information from primary source documents with the secondary sources 
(biographies) read. Use a variety of words (from Word Study) learned and 
studied throughout the year. Work with peers to revise, edit, and present 
your research in a multimedia format to the class.  
(RI.6.7, W.6.2, SL.6.5, L.6.3, L.6.6, W.6.6, W.6.8, W.6.10, RL.6.10, RI.6.10) 
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